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Dionysus in 69 is considered the prototypical work of ‘environ-
mental theatre.’ Find your seat on the floor, or on or around the
platforms. PLEASE WATCH YOUR HEAD ON TOP OF THE PLATFORMS!

We invite you to attend moved by the spirit of '69: feel free to
wander throughout the room, fall asleep, disappear and reappear,
participate in the fun or fade into the background.

The show runs approximately 90 minutes with no intermission.

Dionysus in 69 is the first in-a series of Rude Mechs
re-enactments of significant, experimental perfor-
mances from the 60’s, 70’s, and 80’s that radically
influenced the work of contemporary performance art-
ists, dancers, and theatre makers. Because all per-
formances are ephemeral, and avant-garde performanc-
es even more so, most people never experience these
germinal works. Through the Contemporary Classics
Series, Rude Mechs will be remounting these produc-
tions as closely as possible to the originals.

Richard Schechner’s visit to Austin has been generously supported by the Humanities
Institute of the University of Texas at Austin.




Heather Barfield as Marga
as Agave/Chorus

Elizabeth Doss as Remi Barclay
as Agave/Chorus
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Thomas Graves as William Finley
as Dionysus

Jude Hickey as Patrick MbDermott
as Chorypheus
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Matt Hislope as Richard Di
as Cadmus
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Jodi Jinx as Joan MacIntosh
as Agave/Chorus

Hannah Kénah as Ciel Smith
as Tiresias

Josh Meyer as Bill Shephard
as Pentheus

Aron Taylor as Sam Blazer
as Chorus/Messenger

Katie Van Winkle as Margaret Ryan
and Roxanne Levine aka Raeanne Rubenstein
as Agave/Chorus




Dramatis Personae:

DIONYSUS, THE GOD (aka Bacchus, aka Bromius), son of Zeus and of the The-
ban princess Semele.

CADMUS, formerly King of Thebes, father of Semele and Agave.

PENTHEUS, King of Thebes, grandson of Cadmus.

AGAVE, daughter of Cadmus, mother of Pentheus, sister of Semele.
TIRESIAS, an aged Theban prophet, advisor to Cadmus.

Synopsis of The Bacchae

The god Dionysus is angry. Despite being the lovechild of Zeus, the king
of Gods, his mortal family refuses to recognize him as a deity. Becoming
a powerful god, he travels foreign lands, spreading his seductive powers,
gathering a cult of female worshipers known as the Maenads, Bacchae, or
Bacchantes, and finally returns to Thebes to seek revenge.

Dionysus begins the play with his origin. He tells how Zeus had become en-
amored with his mother Semele, daughter of Cadmus, how she became pregnant
by him, and how her family refuted her dalliance with Zeus. Meanwhile, the
goddess Hera, angry at her husband’s philandering, tricks Semele into ask-
ing Zeus to appear to her in his true form, a lightning bolt, which kills
her instantly. Dionysus is spared, and hidden from Hera by Zeus.

Dionysus’ cousin Pentheus, grandson of Cadmus, is now the king of Thebes,
and keeping true to his family’s denial of Dionysus as a god, has declared
a ban on his worship. Dionysus commences his plot to avenge his mother by
driving the women of Thebes (including his aunts, Ino, Autonoe and Pen-
thus’ mother, Agave) into an ecstatic frenzy and setting them loose on the
woods of Cithaeron. Cadmus and his advisor Tiresias have become enchant-
ed themselves and are about to succumb to the seduction, but when Pen-
theus finds them decked out in the Bacchanalian festive garb of fawn skins
and thyrsus (long sticks wrapped in leaves and tipped by a pinecone), he
scolds them harshly and sends his guards to arrest the man responsible for
the women’s ecstasy.

The guards return with the accused, Dionysus himself, disguised as a
priest. Pentheus wants war -- to punish the raving Maenads, their god and
their ways -- but while questioning the disguised Dionysus, Pentheus lets
slip his own interest in the Dionysian rites. Dionysus preys on the young
king’s desire to watch the Maenads. He convinces Pentheus to dress as one
and attend the rites in person.

The plot is nearly complete. A messenger arrives to tell how Dionysus
helped Pentheus into a tall tree for a better view of the Bacchantes. Then
Dionysus summoned his followers. Believing the intruder to be a lion, the
women, including Pentheus’ mother Agave, went wild, wrenched him from his
perch and ripped his body to pieces.

Soon Agave returns to the palace proudly carrying the head of her son as a
hunting trophy to present to her father. In horror, Cadmus gradually awak-
ens Agave to what she has done as Dionysus’ possession begins to wear off.
Everyone grieves for the loss of the young king. Agave and her sisters are
exiled. The family is destroyed.
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THE TIMELINE

1964

Yoko Ono’s “Cut Piece”, Tokyo, Japan

Landmark performance piece in which Ono walks onto stage draped in fabric and in-
vites audience to cut the fabric away until she is naked.

1964 - 1967
Carolee Schneemann deveolps and presents “Fuses”, a silent film of collaged and
painted sequences of her and a partner’s lovemaking.

1967

Summer: Hippie mecca Haight-Ashbury in San Francisco, California becomes ground
zero for American cultural and social revolution dubbed Summer of Love.
September / October: Allan Krapow, coiner of the term “Happening” and partipant
in the intermedia network Fluxus, produces FLUIDS, an outdoor installation of
melting ice in Los Angeles, California.

November 15: The Performance Group begins work together in New York City.

1968
January: The Performance Group begins work on Dionysus in 69.

January 5: Prague Spring: Alexander Dubclek is elected leader of the Communist
Party in Czechoslovakia.

January 22: Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In debuts on NBC.

January 30: The Tet Offensive begins, as Viet Cong forces launch a series of sur-
prise attacks across South Vietnam.

March 1: The Performance Group acquires The Performing Garage.

March 16: My Lai Massacre

March 19-23: Students at Howard University in Washington, D.C. signal a new era
of militant student activism on college campuses in the U.S., staging rallies,
protests and a 5-day sit-in, laying siege to the administration building, effec-
tively shutting down the university in protest of its ROTC program and the Viet-
nam War, and demanding a more Afrocentric curriculum.

April 2: The film version of 2001: A Space Odyssey premieres in Washington, D.C.

April 4: Martin Luther King, Jr. is shot dead at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis,
Tennessee. Riots erupt in major American cities for several days afterward.

April 6: A shootout between Black Panthers and Oakland police results in several
arrests and deaths, including 16-year-old Panther Bobby Hutton.

April 11: U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson signs the Civil Rights Act of 1968.
May: May of ‘68 is a symbol of the resistance of that generation. Agitations and
strikes in Paris lead many youth to believe that a revolution is starting. Stu-
dent and worker strikes, sometimes referred to as the French May, nearly bring
down the French government.

June 3: Valerie Solanas shoots Andy Warhol as he enters his studio, wounding him.
June 5: U.S. presidential candidate Robert F. Kennedy is shot at the Ambassador
Hotel in Los Angeles, California by Sirhan Sirhan. Kennedy dies from his injuries
the next day.

June 6: Dionysus in 69 opens.




TIMELINE

June 8: James Earl Ray is arrested for the murder of Martin Luther King Jr.
August 20: The Prague Spring of political liberalization ends, as 200,000 Warsaw
Pact troops and 5,000 tanks invade Czechoslovakia.

August 22-30: Police clash with anti-war protesters in Chicago, Illinois, outside
the 1968 Democratic National Convention, which nominates Hubert Humphrey for U.S.
President, and Edmund Muskie for Vice President.

September 7: 150 women (members of New York Radical Women) arrive in Atlantic City,
New Jersey to protest against tég Miss America Pageant, as exploitative of women.

October 2: Tlatelolco massacre: A student demonstration ends in a bloodbath at La
Plaza de las Tres Culturas in Tlatelolco, Mexico City, Mexico, 10 days before the
inauguration of the 1968 Summer Olympics.

October 5: Police baton civil rights demonstrators in Derry, Northern Ireland,
marking the beginning of The Troubles.

October 11: NASA launches Apollo 7, the first manned Apollo mission (Wally Schirra,
Donn Eisele, Walter Cunningham). Mission goals include the first live television
broadcast from orbit and testing the lunar module docking maneuver.

October 16: Tommie Smith and John Carlos, 2 black Americans competing in the Olym-
pic 200-meter run, raise their arms in a black power salute after winning, respec-
tively, the gold and bronze medals for 1lst and 3rd place.

November 5: Republican challenger Richard M. Nixon defeats the Democratic candi-
date, Vice President Hubert Humphrey, and American Independent Party candidate
George C. Wallace to become the 37th President of the United States.

November 14: Yale University announces it will allow women to register for course-
work for the first time in its 267 year history.

November 22: The Beatles release their self-titled album popularly known as the
White Album.

December 3: The ‘68 Comeback Special marks the concert return of Elvis Presley.

December 22: Mao Zedong advocates that educated youth in urban China be re-educated
in the country. It marks the start of the “Up to the mountains and down to the vil-
lages” movement.

December 24: Apollo 8 enters orbit around the Moon. Astronauts Frank Borman, Jim
Lovell and William A. Anders become the first humans to see the far side of the Moon
and planet Earth as a whole. The crew also reads from Genesis.

3gggary: The Performance Group arrested in Michigan for indecent exposure while
touring Dionysus in 69.

June 28: Stonewall Riots, Greenwich Village, NYC.

August 15-18: Woodstock, Upstate NY.

December 6: Altamont, Northern CA.

1972

March 22: Eisenstadt v. Baird decided, establishing the right of unmarried women to
possess oral contraceptives.




GRATITUDE

The Rude Mechs’ Co-producing Artistic Directors would like to thank
this cast for their untiring help building the set and enthusiasm
building the show.

Our undying gratitude and biggest Rude love to:
Richard Schechner
Jerry Rojo
and
Pauline Strong and the Humanities Institute
Without whom this project would not have been possible.

Richard Schechner’s work with the cast and directors of the production were made possible
through the generous support of the Humanities Institute of the University of Texas at Aus-
tin. Richard Schechner is currently in residence at the University of Texas at Austin as
Cline Professor of the Humanities.

THANK YOU With 17 years of experience
and 3 Chronicle “Best Of Austin”

Our company members always make sacrifices :

of their time, money and stuff. For this awards under his belt .
production, a special thanks to company FRITZ BLAW IS THE
members: Lowell Bartholomee, Jose Hernan- POAQTE ]
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Rude Board Members Stephanie Hunter, Patty 150 legal posting locations
Olwell, and Buck Van Winkle. for only $60 per week!
Special thanks: Have a flyer or poster?
Jess Wade & Jamie Johnson: Artists Support- Then have it ...

ing Artists
Tan Reddy/Wingate at Wyndham
Beth at Misc Rentals

Volunteers:

Savanna Adams, Patrick Anthony, Kerri At-
wood, Wendy Bable, Ricky Cambier, Henna
Chou, Jason Cole, Shauna Danos, Bridget
Dilger, Eric Dyer, Michelle Fisher, Luke

Gilliam, Brandon Gonzalez, Katie Hopkins, MMmumﬁﬁﬁ

Edmund Martinez, Travis Mills, Dona Reyn-
olds, George Reynolds, Leslie Smith, and (512) 554-4034

Doug Williams

POSTERING SERVICE




THE OYSTER CLUB

JOIN RUDE MECHS FOR 8 SHOTS OF OFF-BEAT CULTURE!
THE NEXT EVENT IS DECEMBER 16TH.
\ IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN!

Visit rudemechs.com for more information.

BUSINESS PARTNERS

Our deepest thanks go to the local businesses and individuals who support us
with in-kind goods and services.

AcupunctureAustin.
com
aGLIFF21
Alamo Drafthouse
Cinema
Andy de Waal
Anonymous
Anthony Alofsin
Aron Taylor
Austin Film Festival
Austin Museum of Art
Austin Overtures
Sightseeing
Ballet Austin
Bodhi Yoga
Brandon S. Tesch /
Kemestry Salon
Cafe Armaggedon
Carl McQueary
D-Crain Landscape
Design and
Construction
Sharon Daniels &
Dan Sullivan
Dog & Duck Pub
Dragon’s Lair Comics
& Fantasy
Edible Austin
Ellie McBride
Finch
Fusebox Festival
2010

Ginger McGilvray,
LMT & Certified Yoga
Instructor
Golden Hornet
Project
Grape Vine Market
Gunn Graphics
Independence Brewing
Ca.

INNU Salon
Jacqueline May
Jeffrey Lorien (Zhi
Tea)

Jo’s Coffee
JoAnn McKenzie, CFP
Johanna Escobar
Julie Nathanielsz,
RMT, MFA
Kerstin Shoberg,
Owner: Spider House
« I Luv Video * Eco
Clean
Kula Catering, LLC
(Vegan/Macrobiotic
Catering)
Laura Malloy-Auderer
Leslie Bonnell’s
Glitzkrieg / Stitch
Lab
Lisa Bryant/Shady
Grove
Lisa Oliver

Liz Lambert for
El Cosmico - Marfa,
TX
Lizanne Thate
Mark and Jerry
Clements
Mark Holzbach & Dana
Friis-Hansen
Maudie’s Tex-Mex
McDonald Observatory
Mike & Molly
Hatchell
Pat Abrams Studio,
Inc.

Peggy Frary
Progress Coffee
Rebecca Havemayer
Reel Popcorn
Rino Pizzi
Robin Jackson
Photography
Room Service Vintage
Salvage Vanguard
Theater
Sarah Myers
Scholz Garten
SPA Audio
Stephanie Hunter
Stitch Lab
Sugar Mama’s
Bakeshop
Summer Greenlees,

L.M.T.
Tapestry Dance
Company
Taurus Training &
Doggy Play Day
Terra Toys
Texas Monthly
Thai Fresh
The Eastside Cafe
The Inn Above Onion
Creek
The Long Center for
the Performing Arts
The Nomad Bar
The Plant at Kyle
LLC
Theresa Zelasko -
Drunken Crafter
Tom Murphy
Tom Pedersen
Tripp Brown, a
Visual Effects
Artist at ILM
Trova Imports
Uncommon Objects
Vulcan Video
Whole Earth
Provision Co.
Women & Their Work
Zachary Scott
Theatre
Zhi Tea




FRIENDS OF RUDE MECHS

THANKS TO THESE SUPPORTERS OF THE 09/10 SEASON!!!

RUDE ANGELS
($200-$499)
Allan Baker
Anonymous |
Rita & Martin Broad
Janis Cowell
Da! Theatre
Collective
Ann Daughety
David V. Edwards
Bertil Fredstrom
Karen Frost
Deborah Green
Zenzi Griffin
Anonymous
Gordon & Carol Gunn
Kristin Johnson
Kathleen Juhl
Stephanie McGill
JoAnn McKenzie &
Carmen Tawil
Carl McQueary
Carol & David
Merenda
Deanna Miesch
Sarah Hart Miller &
Eric Miller
Rory Reich
Jane Ross
Ross Smith
Sandra & Denman
Smith
Trey & Soo Lee Spaw
Sharon Daniels &
Dan Sullivan
David Weiser &
Mary Crouter
Michael Yates
SUSTAINING DONORS
($100-$199)
Trey Beck
Claire & Dick
Brooks
Brett Westbrook &
Kathy Brown
David Burks
Melinda Chow
Congressman Doggett
& Libby Doggett
Deborah Ford Femat
Diane Herrera
Laura Hubbard
Owen Isaacs
Philippe
Klinefelter

Stephen Kubenka
Freddie & Anita
Lynn
Carlos Platero
Henry Stram
Debra Umberson
SUPPORTING DONORS
($50-599)
Alex Alford
Patricia & Anthony
Alofsin, AIA
Judith Bailey
Ron Berry
Suzanne Deal Booth
Michael & Sharon
Bowles
Valerie Bowles
Suzanne & Harral
Burris
Beth D’Arcy
Jay King & Kathy
Davis
Chris Ewen
Michael & Rachel
Feferman
Bill Gardner &
Paul Warnke
Margo Grace
Sue S. Graze
Paula Gruber
Cora Hilliard
Matt Hislope
Donna Hoffman & Tim
Pipe
iGive.com
Paula Kothmann
Beth M. Krueger
Todd Logan
Jennifer Margulies
& Teresa Cuevas
Margot Marshall &
Laura Evans
Gerrell Moore
Allison Orr
Stephen Redman
George & Dona
Reynolds
Frank Richardson &
Elizabeth Aylin
Claire Ruud
David Spindler
Mary Teague
Elliot Trester &
Barbara Wilson
Ken Webster &

Kathy Catmull
Peggy Weiss
Jennifer Willcott
Tom & Lori Wright
PATRONS
(up to $49)
Lauren Adams
Sam Alexander
Jessica & Robert
Arjet
Kirsten Belgum
Mary Bersagel
Cate Blouke
Wayne Alan Brenner
Heather Bunch
Laura Caslin
Clare Croft
Steve Davis
Andrew Dolan
Elizabeth Doss
Lee Eddy
Michelle Fisher
Sven Fuhrmann
Noel Gaulin
Kathleen Guion
Christina Gutierrez
Heather Hanna &
Link Liefeste
Michelle Habeck
Jeanne Hospod
Tara Kirkland
Steve Labinski
Jennifer Lewis
Charlie Llewellin
Kirk Lynn &
Carrie Fountain
Mary Marinucci
Janet Maykus
Ellie McBride &
Lowell Bartholomee
Leah McLeroy
Kevin & Kimberly
McPherson
Gaynell & Lisa
Methvin
Erin Meyer
Gerrell Moore
Nadine Mozon
Bernadette Nason
Curran Nault
Eleanor Owicki
Anthony Palomba
Rino Pizzi
PJ Raval
Atticus Rowe

Laura Sanders
Luke Savisky &
Paige Swift
Graham Schmidt
Andee Scott
Christian & Tom
Stagg
Kathleen Vaughn
Craig Newswanger &
Sally Weber
Cyndi Williams &
David Jones
Dustin Wills
Steve Wiman &
Emily Cowart
Theresa Zelasko
Susan & Martin
Zimmerman
THE GIVING SOCIETY
Carrie Bills
Nicole Blair
Greg & Suzee Brooks
Marla Camp & Jeff
Kessel
Charlotte Canning &
Fritz Schwentker
Paul & Cheryl Drown
Dave Hime & Ben
Fritzler
Mark Holzbach &
Dana Friis-Hansen
Stephanie Hunter &
Michael Breen
Kristin Johnson
Brian Kelsey
Stephen Kubenka
Sandy & Cynthia
Levinson
Ron Marks & Leslie
Bonnell
Koan & Ed Maurer
JoAnn McKenzie &
Jerry Pritchard
Lisa Moore & Madge
Darlington
Bettye Nowlin
Patricia Olwell
Deborah Paredez &
Frank Guridy
Kevin Pruitt
Sarah Sloan
Mary Teague
Polly Strong & Buck
Van Winkle




